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Essential Questions:  The wild salmon population is endangered in Washington state.  What are the causes for this and why should you be concerned about it?  What can you do to assist in the salmon recovery efforts?
Key Vocabulary:  salmon recovery, watershed, conservation, environment, endangered species act, salmon restoration
Common Readings for understanding: 

Field, Nancy.  Discovering Salmon. Dog Eared Publications, c2001.

Contains a nature activity book for educating young people about salmon life cycles and habitat requirements.

Guiberson, Brenda.  Salmon Story.  Henry Holt & Co., c1993.

Describes the salmon’s life journey to the sea and back, and the threat posed by pollution, commercial fishing, and other factors.

Reed-Jones, Carol.  Salmon Stream.  Dawn Publications, c2000.

A richly illustrated description of the life cycle of salmon.  Also includes a reference section on salmon streams and conservation methods, as well as a list of organizations that preserve salmon habitats.

Key Resources:




Books:


Cone, Molly.  Come Back, Salmon: how a group of dedicated kids adopted Pigeon  

 Creek and brought it back to life.  Sierra Club Books for Children.  c1992.

Describes the efforts of the Jackson Elementary School in Everett, Washington to clean up a nearby stream, stock it with salmon, and preserve it as an unpolluted place where the salmon could return to spawn.

James, Sylvia M.  Salmon.  Mondo Publishers.  c2000.

Describes the life cycles of both Atlantic and Pacific salmon and efforts at rebuilding their population.

Llamas, Andreu.  Salmon: tireless travelers.  Gareth Stevens.  c1996.

Describes the physical characteristics, habitat, behavior, migration, ancestors, and predators of these efficient torpedo-shaped fish.

Rich, Jeffrey.  “Bringing Back the Salmon.”  Ranger Rick October 2003.  

Details the efforts of students at Shasta Union Elementary School in northern California to reintroduce salmon the Middle Creek which flows into the Sacramento River.
Common Dewey classification numbers: 

574.5  Ecology


597 – Fishes

597.55 – Salmon

639 – Hunting, Fishing, Conservation
Multimedia:

Song of the Salish Sea: A Natural History of Northwest Waters.  Video Recording.   

Earthwise Media, c2006.

A 2007 Notable Children’s Video that examines the aquatic habitats and humans’ effects on it in the Salish Sea which consists of the Puget Sound area, the Strait of Georgia, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  The DVD includes a printable teacher’s guide and tidal pool curriculum.

The Sound, Puget Sound Multimedia CD-Rom.  CD-Rom.  Seattle, WA.  Washington Sea Grant, c.1997.

An interactive CD-Rom sponsored by Washington Sea Grant and the Applied Physics Laboratory at the University of Washington.  Topics covered are properties, ecosystems, species, status, marine affairs, solutions, and recreation.

Opportunities are provided for the user to see how they can make a difference for Puget Sound.

Online:

http://www.bpa.gov/power/pl/columbia/stories/
Students can read salmon stories, color salmon pictures, and learn how to save the salmon.  

Primary resources and documents: 

http://www.sharedsalmonstrategy.org/plan/toc.htm
The Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan can be downloaded or obtained on CD-Rom from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/esa.pdf
The full text of the Endangered Species Act enacted in 1973.
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