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Essential Questions

What was the purpose of the Bill of Rights?

How effective is the first amendment to the constitution in protecting the democratic ideals of citizens?



Key Vocabulary 

	Constitution
	Bill of Rights
	Amendments

	Government 
	Rule vs. Law
	Rights

	Freedoms
	Democratic ideals
	Citizen




Common Readings 
CBS News story about a boy who dies of leukemia leads to discussion on freedom of religion and whose democratic ideals are affected by the first amendment rights.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/11/30/national/main3557785.shtml?source=RSSattr=U.S._3557785#share


Rules Vs. Laws - Key resources
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Linz, Kathi. Chickens May Not Cross the Road and Other Crazy (but True) Laws. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co., c2002.
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Websites

Ben’s Guide to Government

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
Explains how the government works and how to use the primary resources of the Government Printing Office. (Education world site review.)

All About American Government

http://www.pbs.org/standarddeviantstv/transcript_amergov.html
Click on Types of Government and Characteristics of the American Democracy to read a simplified version of these concepts. This website also speaks to the history of America’s system of government. 

Eugene the Cosmic Hippo

Http://www.teachers.ash.org.au/hippohelper/homework/law_p.pdf
Worksheet designed to help students better understand the difference between rules and laws.



Bill of Rights - Key resources
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Cabral, Elena. Scholastic News. (Edition 5/6). New York: Sep. 10, 2007. Vol. 76, Iss. 2; pg. 4, 3 pgs.

Freedman, Russell. In Defense of Liberty: the Story of America's Bill of Rights. Holiday House, c2003.
Primary Sources

Fritz, Jean. The Great Little Madison. New York: G.P. Putman’s Sons, 1989.

Fritz, Jean. Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution. New York: G.P. Putman’s Sons

Hakim, Joy. A History of US Volume 3: From Colonies to Country 1735-1791 (History of US Series). New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Hakim, Joy. Sourcebook and Index: Documents that Shaped the American Nation. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.
Primary Sources
Maestro, Betsy and Giulio. A More Perfect Union: The Story of our Constitution. New York, NY: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987.

Morris, Richard Brandon. The First Book of the Constitution. New York: Franklin Watts, 1958.

Sobel, Syl. The US Constitution and You. Hauppauge, NY: Barron's Educational Series, Inc., 2001.
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Fighting for freedom: Revolution & Civil War. Video Recording. Kunhardt Productions: Chappaqua, NY. 2003. (For PBS Home Video)
Dewey Classification

342, 342.73 – Constitution, Bill of Rights, US Law

973 - US History
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Websites-Easier to read
Scholastic Online Constitutional Rights

http://teacher.scholastic.com/researchtools/articlearchives/civics/resource.htm#constit
Catchy and kid-friendly overview of the history of the Bill of Rights. Especially useful are the following links: The Bill of Rights: An Overview, Explaining the Bill of Rights, and Bill of Rights Timeline
All About American Government

http://www.pbs.org/standarddeviantstv/transcript_amergov.html
Click on Bill of Rights to read a simplified version of this document. This website also speaks to the history of America’s system of government. 

America’s Story from America’s Library

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/jb/nation/bofright_1
Interactive website written for kids. Tells who wrote and influenced the bill of rights, what was left out and had to be fought for later (minority and women’s rights)

ABC News 

Story of Megan Meier, teenager who was cyber bullied and committed suicide. Article focuses on her parents’ desire to protect children online. Should spark discussion about freedom of speech and press, as well as their impact on democratic ideals. 

http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/story?id=3882520&page=1
Websites -More difficult to read
Archiving Early America: The Bill of Rights

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/bill/
A brief history of why and how the Bill of Rights was added to the proposed Constitution. Includes Primary Source images.

First Amendment Rights: Freedom Forum
www.freedomforum.org/templates/document.asp?documentID=3924
Breaks down the first amendment

National Archives: The Charters of Freedom

http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/bill_of_rights.html
Scroll down to “A Voice of Dissent: George Mason” to learn about his influence on the addition of the amendments to the constitution. Primary Sources
Archiving Early America

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/bill/
Briefly tells why the amendments were proposed and a few key players in promoting the Bill of Rights.

Freedom Forum
http://www.freedomforum.org/
Current event issues related to freedoms.

Database

World Book Online 

Use this online encyclopedia or other online encyclopedias to find articles and Primary Source documents using the search terms below in quotations as shown:

Search terms: “bill of rights” or “US constitution”
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