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How effective was the system of checks and balances when the Executive Branch of

the U.S. government began to pursue the current “War on Terror”?

Essential Questions:

What was the historical context leading up to the “War on Terror”?  

What checks and balances were or should have been used leading up to this conflict?

What might have interfered with the successful implementation of checks and balances in this situation?

What roles did the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary branches of government each play in promoting the “War on Terror”? 
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The books listed here are only a few of recent publications concerning the “War on Terror.”  There are many more books on this subject. Be sure to search your library’s catalog for more.

345.73 Nap    Andrew P. Napolitano Constitutional Chaos: what happens when the 

                      government breaks its own laws.  Nashville: Nelson Current, 2004.   

363.3 Hen      Henderson, Harry, 1951- Terrorist challenge to America.  New York: 
                       Facts on File, c2003.   
958.1 Ral       Rall, Ted. To Afghanistan and back: a graphic travelogue.    New York : 
                      Nantier, Beall, Minoustchine, c2002.   

973.9 Ter       The terrorist attack on America.    San Diego : Greenhaven Press ; Detroit : 
                      Thomson/Gale, c2003.   
973.931 Ame  Stewart, Gail, 1949- America under attack: Primary sources.  San Diego: 
                       Lucent Books, c2002.   
973.931 Att     The attack on America : September 11, 2001.   San Diego: Greenhaven
                        Press; 2002.   

973.931 Cla     Richard A. Clarke Against All Enemies : inside America's war on terror.
                        New York: Free Press, 2004.   

973.931 Goo    Amy Goodman Exception to the Rulers : Exposing oily politicians, war 
                         profiteers, and the media that love them.   New York: Hyperion, 2004.   

973.931 Mee    Rachel Meeropol, editor America's Disappeared : secret imprisonment, 
                         detainees, and the "war on terror".  New York: Seven Stories Press, 2005.  
 

973.931 Ste     Stewart, Gail, 1949- America under attack: September 11, 2001.  San 
                         Diego: Lucent Books, c2002.   

REF 303.6 Com  Encyclopedia of terrorism.   New York: Facts on File, c2002.
REF 909.13      History Behind the Headlines: The Origins of Conflicts Worldwide, New

                         York: Gale, 2002 (volume 5 is devoted to articles on terrorism)
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AV 956.7 Why  Why We Fight [DVD]. (ca. 98 min.)

                         Reflects the sharp divide that exists among the American people on why we
                         are in Iraq. Also asks some pertinent questions about the economic necessities
                         of war. Includes interviews with John McCain, Gore Vidal, John S.D. 
                         Eisenhower, Dan Rather, and others.
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Databases for journalistic, legal, historic and scholarly articles and reports are available through many school and public libraries.  The following are highly recommended:

   CQ Researcher; Congressional Universe; Gale Virtual Reference Library; General 

   Reference Center; Infotrac One File; Legal Trac;  New York Times & NYT Backfile;  

   Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center;  ProQuest; World History Reference Collection

   Check with your school and public library to see if they subscribe to these databases.
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American Presidency Project – University of California/Santa Barbara

   A database of resources related to the presidency – speeches, presidential signing

   statements, video-clips showing presidential rhetoric, executive orders and much more

   http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/index.php 
Center for Constitutional Rights

   The CCR case database is organized and can be searched by issue, including 

   “government abuse of power”

   http://ccrjustice.org/ 
Congressional Record
   Thomas – Library of Congress
   The Congressional Record is the official record of all activities of Congress – 

   debates, hearings, testimonies and more, the Library of Congress maintains a

   searchable database for the 101st Congress (1989-1990) to the present.
   http://thomas.loc.gov/home/r110query.html
Elaine Harger, Mount Si High School, Snoqualmie WA, January 2008 (Microsoft clipart)
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