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Essential Question:


Explain the role the system of checks and balances played in the events leading up to the resignation of President Nixon.

Key Vocabulary:

Checks and balances

Executive powers

Legislative powers

Judicial powers

Obstruction of justice

Subpoena

Executive Privilege

Common Readings for Understanding:

Constitution: Separation of Powers

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_sepp.html
Constitution: Checks and Balances

http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_cnb.html
Presidential Impeachment Proceedings article

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/impeachments/index.html
Key Resources (books):

Feinberg, Barbara Silberdick, Watergate: Scandal in the White House. New York: Franklin Watts. 1990. ISBN 0-531-10963-1

Pious, Richard M, Richard Nixon: a political life. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Julian Messner. 1991. ISBN 

Schmidt, Mark Ray ed., The 1970s. San Diego: Greenhaven Press. 2000 ISBN

Bernstein, Carl and Woodward, Bob, All the Presidents Men. New York: Warner Paperback Library. 1974. ISBN
Dewey Classification: 364.132, 373.924, 973.92, Biography (921)- Nixon

Key Resources (websites):

Site devoted to Watergate, many articles, original documents, audio and video archives

http://watergate.info/
Extensive biographies on all individuals involved in Watergate, time line and narrative also

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/watergate.htm
Primary Documents on Watergate Scandal

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/resources.html
Primary Documents on the Impeachment trial

http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html
A look at the case from a constitutional perspective

http://www.infoplease.com/us/supreme-court/cases/ar41.html
Primary Documents, Presidential Library Online Exhibit

http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/museum/exhibits/watergate_files/index.html
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