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Pentagon Papers Pathfinder

How effective was the system of checks and balances when
the publication of the Pentagon Papers in the 1970s occurred?




Essential Questions:

What is the historical context leading up to the publication of the Pentagon Papers?

How did the branches of the federal government exercise constitutional powers before and after the publication of the Pentagon Papers?

What checks were or could have been available to branches of the government?

Analyze the effectiveness of the system of checks and balances before and after the publication of the Pentagon Papers.

Books
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The books and media listed below represent some of the most recent publications on the subject of the Pentagon Papers.

070.4
Reporting Vietnam. Part One, American Journalism, 1959-1969. New York: Library of America, c1998.
070.4 
Reporting Vietnam. Part Two, American Journalism, 1969-1975.New York: Library of America, c1998.
320.973
Chomsky, Noam. For Reasons of State. New York: New Press, 2003.
342.7308
Abrams, Floyd. Speaking Freely: Trials of the First Amendment. New York: Penguin Books, 2006.
959.704
Young, Marilyn Blatt. The Vietnam War: a History in Documents.  New York: Oxford University Press, c2002.
959.704
Inside the Pentagon Papers. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, c2004.
973.923
Wells, Tom. Wild Man: the Life and Times of Daniel Ellsberg. New York: Palgrave for St. Martin's Press, 2001.
Video/DVD
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973
Commander in Chief. Videorecording. Bethesda, Md.: Discovery Channel School, c2000.
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Proquest: a database of journal and magazine articles available in most schools and public libraries

Use the Advanced Search option

Search for “Vietnam War AND History > Presidents > Nixon, Richard M (person)” and select “subject” in the pull-down menu (or search Vietnam War and click on the above sequence to get the most relevant results).

Make sure to select “full text articles only” to access the most information in your search

Proquest will give you a list of narrowed topics. 

Each search will yield a list with options to narrow the topic further. 

History Resource Center/ Thomson/Gale: available through most public library systems

A search for “Pentagon Papers” yields results in all of the following categories and covers the points of view of various stakeholders.

Reference Materials
Periodicals
Primary Sources
Maps and Multimedia


General Reference Center/ Thomson/Gale: available through most public library systems

A search for “Pentagon Papers” yields results about the legal aspects and history of the release of the tapes and documents. The following categories are available:

Magazines
Academic Journals
Reference
News
Multimedia

eBooks: purchased reference eBooks may be available for online access in your school or public library

These reference books may also be available in hard copy on your library’s reference shelves.

American Decades. Vincent Tompkins, Ed. Detroit: Gale, 2001. 5690 pp. 10 vols. (1970s)

Checks and Balances: The Three Branches of the American Government. Daniel Brannen, Jr. and Lawrence Baker, Eds. Detroit: U*X*L, 2005. 513 pp. 3 vols. 
Encyclopedia of the American Constitution. Leonard W. Levy and Kenneth L. Karst, Eds. 2nd ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2000. 3164 pp. 6 vols. 

Governments of the World: A Global Guide to Citizen's Rights and Responsibilities. C. Tate, Ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2006. 1580 pp. 4 vols. 

Intute: a new free resource from the UK with pre-selected websites

http://www.intute.ac.uk/
Interactive Web Lesson from Verizon Thinkfinity (for teachers & students) 

Selected Lesson from the home site:

http://thinkfinity.org/home.aspx
LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASES: THE US vs NIXON

http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html
Selected Websites
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National Security Archive at George Washington University
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB48/
Primary Sources are in this collection including audio tapes and transcripts:
The Pentagon Papers: Secrets, Lies and Audiotapes (The Nixon Tapes and the Supreme Court Tape)
National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book Number 48 
Posted on Tuesday, 5 June 2001 
UPDATED 29 JUNE 2001 - The Secret Briefs and the Secret Evidence 
Edited by Thomas S. Blanton 
Compiled by John Prados, Eddie Meadows, William Burr, and Michael Evans
On This Day: New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0511.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1185230424-9Efl7aLnzaXpXlNV2lxh2g#article
This is the full text of the original front page story (May 1971) about the charges in the release of the Pentagon Papers:

“Pentagon Papers Charges Are Dismissed; Judge Byrne Frees Ellsberg and Russo, Assails 'Improper Government Conduct'”

Conversations with History; Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley: Daniel Ellsberg
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people/Ellsberg/ellsberg98-3.html
This is an interview about the Vietnam era and Ellsberg’s involvement with the release of the Pentagon Papers.
Conversations with History; Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley: Neil Sheehan
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/conversations/Sheehan/sheehan-con6.html
This is a second interview from the UC Berkeley site with an interview on the importance of the Pentagon Papers.
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