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	Washington State Social Studies Classroom Based Assessments


Health Improvements, Population Growth and Scientific Developments Pathfinder

What has been the impact of health improvements, population growth and scientific developments?
How do these issues relate to our democratic ideals and how do they involve our rights and responsibilities?

Essential Questions:

What have been the effects of improved health care and a longer life expectancy in our nation?

How has population growth impacted our democratic ideals, rights and responsibilities?

What scientific developments have had an impact on our democratic ideals, rights and responsibilities?

What steps should be taken to balance medical and scientific developments with democratic ideals?

Books
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The books and media listed below represent some of the most recent publications on the subject of health improvements, population growth, and scientific developments.  

174.2
Medical Ethics. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press, Thomson Gale, c2005.

306.4
Science, Technology, and Society: an Encyclopedia. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.

509
Science and Its Times. Volume 7, 1950-Present: Understanding the Social Significance of Scientific Discovery. Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Group, c2000.

616
Scott, Christopher Thomas. Stem Cell Now: From the Experiment that Shook the World to the New Politics of Life. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, c2006.

Video/DVD
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300

The Aging Game. Videodisc. Princeton, NJ: Films for the Humanities, c2003.
303.48
Science & Society: Global Issues of the 21st Century. Videodisc. Madison, WI: Hawkhill Associates, c2006.
304.6
Population. Videorecording. Elk Grove Village, IL: Disney Educational Productions, c2005.
304.6
Populations on Earth. Videodisc. Madison, WI: Hawkhill Associates, c2006.
Online Resources
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Proquest: a database of journal and magazine articles available in most schools and public libraries

Use the Advanced Search option and select “subject” in the pull-down menu

Try these search terms in separate searches:

“Health care AND Social conditions & trends”, “Population growth AND Social conditions & trends”, “Science & technology policy”

Make sure to select “full text articles only” to access the most information in your search

Proquest will give you a list of narrowed topics. 

Each search will yield a list with options to narrow the topic further.

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center/ Thomson/Gale: available through most public library systems

Searches for “bioethics”, “health care reform” and “population growth” yield results in all of the following categories and cover the points of view of various stakeholders. The results from Opposing Viewpoints are current, not historical. It is also possible to search individual current health controversies like “cloning” and “stem cells”.

Viewpoints: Essays from both sides of the issue
Reference: Topic overviews

Magazines
Academic Journals
News
Websites

Multimedia: Broadcast transcripts and podcasts

Science Resource Center/ Thomson/Gale: available through many public library systems

This resource has articles on topics like “population” and “genetics”.

Interactive Web Lessons from Verizon Thinkfinity (for teachers & students) 

Selected Lessons from the home site:

http://thinkfinity.org/home.aspx
Technological Advances in Health

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?DocID=412
Population Dynamics

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/Esheet.cfm?DocID=148
eBooks: purchased reference eBooks may be available for online access in your school or public library
These reference books may also be available in hard copy on your library’s reference shelves.

Encyclopedia of the American Constitution. Leonard W. Levy and Kenneth L.   Karst, Eds. 2nd ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2000. 3164 pp. 6 vols. 

Governments of the World: A Global Guide to Citizen's Rights and Responsibilities. C. Tate, Ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2006. 1580 pp. 4 vols. 
Encyclopedia of Science, Technology, and Ethics. Carl Mitcham, Ed. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005. 2378 pp. 4 vols. 

Intute: a new free resource from the UK with pre-selected websites

http://www.intute.ac.uk/
Selected Websites
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization United States Page
http://www.who.int/countries/usa/en/
Many health and life expectancy statistics can be found on this website.
Health Technologies – Greatest Engineering Achievements of the Twentieth Century
http://www.greatachievements.org/?id=2964
Major health technologies that have contributed to better life expectancy are detailed on this site.

U. S. Census Bureau

http://www.census.gov/
Population data from the most recent United States census can be searched by city, economic factors and ethnicity.

CensusScope
http://www.censusscope.org/index.html
CensusScope is an easy-to-use tool for investigating U.S. demographic trends, brought to you by the Social Science Data Analysis Network (SSDAN) at the University of Michigan. With eye-catching graphics and exportable trend data, CensusScope is designed for both generalists and specialists.

(Description from the site)

The Human Genome

http://genome.wellcome.ac.uk/
Explore the human genome, and the impact of human genes on health, disease and society. 

Beyond Discovery (TM) : The Path from Research to Human Benefit
http://www.beyonddiscovery.org/
Beyond Discovery™: The Path from Research to Human Benefit is a series of articles that trace the origins of important recent technological and medical advances. Each story reveals the crucial role played by basic science, the applications of which could not have been anticipated at the time the original research was conducted.

(Description from the site)
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