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Essential Question:

During the time of slavery in the United States, were there circumstances in which a slave could be guaranteed rights according to the Constitution of the United States?

Probing Questions:


On what grounds did Dred Scott base his case for his freedom?


What were the implications of the Missouri Compromise and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 on 
the case?


What was the Supreme Court decision in the Dred Scott case based on?


What was the immediate reaction to the decision?


What impact did this decision have on politics in the United States?
Key Vocabulary (for understanding and as search terms)


Slavery


Missouri Compromise


Free state


Free blacks


Chief Justice Roger B. Taney


Dred Scott v. Sandford


Landmark Supreme Court cases

Common Readings for Understanding

January, Brendan.  The Dred Scott Decision (Cornerstones of Freedom).  New York:  Childrens Press, 1998.

Fleischner, Jennifer. The Dred Scott Case: Testing the Right to Live Free. Brookfield, Conn.: Millbrook Press, 1997.

Dred Scott Case Collection.  Washington University in St.Louis.  http://library.wustl.edu/vlib/dredscott/index.html
Find Law.  Landmark Decisions:  Scott vs. Sandford.  http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/landmark/dredscott.html
The History Place.  The Dred Scott Decision.  http://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/dred.htm

Common Dewey Classification Numbers

342.73

326.0973


Biography (B or 92) and Collected Biographies (920)

Key Resources---Secondary

Books:

Slavery and Civil Rights

Elbert William R. Ewing.  The Legal and Historical Status of the Dred Scott Decision.  Confederate Reprint Company.   1999.

Herda, D.J.  The Dred Scott Case:  Slavery and Citizenship. Enslow, 1994.
The Dred Scott Trial

Lukes, Bonnie.  The Dred Scott Decision (Famous Trials).  Greenhaven, 1997.
Fleischner, Jennifer.  The Dred Scot Case:  Testing the Right to Live Free. Enslow, 1997.
Impact and Implications of this Decision

Fehrenbacher, Don E.  Slavery, Law, and Politics: The Dred Scott Case in Historical Perspective.  Oxford University Press, 1981.  
Sgroi, Peter P.  The Living Constitution:  Landmark Supreme Court Decisions. J. Messner, 1987.
On-line Resources:

Slavery and Civil Rights

The Dredful Scott Decision; Ruth Tenzer Feldman; Christiane Kr¿mer 
Cobblestone   10-01-1998  elibrary. Proquest K-12.

The Person and the Court. Collins, Timothy P. New Oxford Review   04-01-2006.  elibrary.  Proquest k-12.
Our Federal Government: The Supreme Court. Rainbow Educational Media. 2004.
unitedstreaming. 26 November 2007
<http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/>
The Dred Scott Trial

Street Law and the Supreme Court Historical Society.  Landmark Supreme Court Cases.  http://www.landmarkcases.org/dredscott/home.html
Impact and Implications of this Decision

Key Resources---Primary Sources and Documents

Books:

Slavery and Civil Rights
Schneider, Dorothy and Carl Schneider.  Slavery in America.  New York:  Facts on File, 2007.

The Dred Scott Trial
Our Documents:  100 Milestone Documents from the National Archives.  Oxford University Press.  2003.

Impact and Implications of this Decision
Patrick, John J.  The Supreme Court of the United States:  A Student Companion.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.

On-line Resources:
The Dred Scott Trial

The case of Dred Scott in the United States Supreme Court.  The Library of Congress.  American Memory Collection.

Our Documents:  Dred Scott v. Sandford.  National Archives.

Dred Scott’s Fight for Freedom. PBS.   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2932.html
Impact and Implications of this Decision

The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress
Series 1. General Correspondence. 1833-1916.  American Memory Collection.

The Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress
Two Speeches by Frederick Douglass; West India Emancipation.. And the Dred Scott Decision.  American Memory Collection.

Dred Scott’s Fight for Freedom:  David Blight on the Dred Scott Decision.  PBS.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2932.html
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