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Essential Question:

Does treating people equally mean treating them the same?  


Did a state law requiring segregation of races violate the 13th and 14th Amendments?
Probing Questions:


How did the argument for separate yet equal justify their opinion?


What was the justification for those who opposed the ruling in Plessy vs. Ferguson?


How did the community at large react?  How were their reactions different?


What impact did this have on the growing rights of the African American community?


How did this impact the politics at the state level and at the federal level?


Key Vocabulary (for understanding and as search terms)


Separate but equal


Thirteenth Amendment


Fourteenth Amendment


Landmark Supreme Court Cases


Civil rights


Segregation


Racial discrimination



Jim Crow Laws

`
John Marshall Harlan

Separate Car Act


Reconstruction

Common Readings for Understanding

Street Law and the Supreme Court Historical Society present Landmark Supreme Court Cases.  http://www.landmarkcases.org/plessy/home.html
Our Documents.  http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=52
Our Documents.  100 Milestone Documents from the National Archives.  Oxford University Press, 2003. 

Patrick, John.  The Supreme Court of the United States, a Student Companion.  Oxford University Press, 2001.

The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/segregation2.html
Educational Broadcasting Corporation, 2002.

The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow: Jim Crow Files Plessy vs. Ferguson.       
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_plessy.html Educational Broadcasting Corporation, 2002.

Common Dewey Classification Numbers

342.73

347.73
Key Resources---Secondary

Books:

Civil Rights after the Civil War

Medley, Keith Weldon.  We as Freemen. Gretna, La. : Pelican Pub. Co., 2003.
Mettger, Zak. Reconstruction in America After the Civil War.  New York:  Lodestar/Dutton, 1994.

Hakim, Joy.  Reconstruction and Reform.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1993.

The Plessy v Ferguson Trial
Thomas, Brooke.  Plessy v Ferguson.  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1996.

Aanseng, Nathan.  Plessy v Ferguson.  Lucent, 2003.

McNeese, Tim.  Plessy V. Ferguson: Separate but Equal (Great Supreme Court Decisions).  Chelsea House, 2006.

Impact and Implications of this Decision
Tackach, James.  The Abolition of American Slavery.  San Diego:  Lucent Books, 2002.
On-line Resources:

Civil Rights after the Civil War

Swann-Wright, Dianne. "Plessy v. Ferguson." Footsteps. 01 Mar 2003. 10. eLibrary. Proquest CSA. <http://elibrary.bigchalk.com>.
The Plessy v Ferguson Trial
Find Law. U.S. Supreme Court:  Plessy v Ferguson. http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=163&invol=537
Impact and Implications of this Decision

Davis PhD., Ronald L. F.  The History of Jim Crow.  Creating Jim Crow: In-Depth Essay http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/history/creating2.htm
Patrick, John J.   Plessy v. Ferguson; The Supreme Court of the United States: A Student Companion   12-01-2001.  Proquest.  <http://elibrary.bigchalk.com>.
Key Resources---Primary Sources and Documents

Books:

Civil Rights after the Civil War

Foner, Eric. A Short History of Reconstruction. New York: Harper & Row, 1990.

Flannigan, Timothy.  Reconstruction: A Primary Source History of the Struggle to Unite the North and the South After the Civil War.  Rosen: 2004.
The Plessy v Ferguson Trial
Anderson, Wayne.  Plessy V. Ferguson: Legalizing Segregation (Supreme Court Cases Through Primary Sources).  Rosen, 2003.  

On-line Resources:

Civil Rights after the Civil War 

Reconstruction: The Second Civil War, Black Legislators – Primary Resources.  The 1875 Civil Rights Act.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/activism/ps_1875.html PBS, 1997 - 2004.

Department of Humanities Computing, 1997 – 2007.  From Revolution to Reconstruction.  Documents. http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/D/index.htm#1851 
The Plessy v Ferguson Trial
Cornell University Law School.  Supreme Court Collection, Plessy v Ferguson.  http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0163_0537_ZS.html
Find Law. U.S. Supreme Court:  Plessy v Ferguson. http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=163&invol=537
Cozzen, Lisa.  Plessy v Ferguson.  http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/post-civilwar/plessy.html
Impact and Implications of this Decision

African American Perspectives: Pamphlets from the Daniel A.P.Murray Collection, 1818-1907.  The Black Laws! Speech of Hon. B. W. Arnett, of Greene County. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/murray:@field(DOCID+@lit(lcrbmrpt0d06div1))
USIA: Basic Readings in U,S. History.  Introduction to the court opinion on the Brown vs. Board of Education Case.  347 U.S. 483 (1954).
.  
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