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What’s Going On in 21st Century School Libraries?

Elementary school libraries might look like this:

Students use the library’s computers before school begins to do research on programs such as netTrekker or elibrary, to take book quizzes on Accelerated Reader or Bookadventure.org or to check out books.  Every class visits the library each week for 30-60 minutes of library instruction on how to be safe and productive users of all sorts of information.  The library curriculum spans important technology, information, research and effective writing skills.  Teacher-Librarians (T-Ls) may teach reading groups at all grade and reading levels during the school day.  After school, students again visit the library for books and online information resources.

Teachers come to the library to collaborate with T-Ls on curriculum projects and to get advice on technology integration.  Collaboration occurs between teachers and T-Ls on projects such as filming announcements, creating web pages and creating digital story telling projects.

In addition to managing the physical space and materials (books and computers) and the virtual information related to the library (school website, online databases), T-Ls participate in reading programs such as the Washington Children’s Choice Award, Sasquatch Award and Young Reader’s Choice Award.  T-Ls coordinate the annual Battle of the Books contest for students and train older students to be library assistants.

Middle school libraries might look like this:

On any given day, there are 30-40 students as walk-ins: requesting help with their research; working on multimedia projects; taking tests; checking out/returning books.  Daily, at least two or three teachers request materials, title compilations, or curriculum resources.  In addition, three to five classes sign up to use the library during their class periods.  During the two lunch periods, there are between 20-40 students in the library finding books, finishing homework and meeting with friends.  Study tables take place after school in the library, supervised by the T-L.

When CBAs (Classroom Based Assessments) are underway, the library is busy every period with Social Studies classes.  The teachers and T-Ls collaborate, with the T-L giving instruction on primary and secondary sources, in-text and source citations, database use (which are most appropriate, how to access the information, features of the databases, creating lists, etc). 

English classes come to the library to discuss their reading and get recommendations for books with a focus on mysteries—a genre they are reading in their class.  They receive instruction and hands-on practice using Destiny Quest to find mysteries they want to read.  They discover “real life” mysteries such as Bigfoot and discuss the differences between those and a mystery novel.  

High School libraries might look like this:

Students login to the school’s library catalog from home to select books for a personal reading project in freshman English. Within the library catalog program, students submit reviews, request new books and exchange book recommendations with fellow students. The T-L reads and approves reviews and recommendations which become part of the library catalog and planned purchasing.

Seniors use eBooks and the web to research the history of Romantic and Gothic movements as part of an expanded Frankenstein and Dracula literature unit co-taught by the T-L and English teacher.  Students work together to define key ideas and organize them to create graphic organizers linking concepts to the novels. In later activities, the T-L helps students select current young adult novels that reflect themes, characters and ideas found in Romantic and Gothic literature and then make connections to the classics read earlier in the unit.

The T-L coaches teachers in a building technology users group learning how to use document cameras and interactive whiteboards in the classroom. The T-L provides initial training, then steps back to facilitate sharing and discussion of best practices, issues and effective applications as teachers begin to integrate tools in their instruction. The library information and technology center has been outfitted with these tools to provide teachers both with a demonstration space and shared technology classroom as not all classrooms yet have these technologies.

Teacher-Librarians in Washington are making this happen every day.  To visit a school in your district, go to www.wlma.org for information.
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