World-Class Education for Washington: Support School Libraries & Information Technology
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Citizens across the state of Washington are calling on state leaders to ensure that all Washington elementary and
secondary students have full-time access to school libraries and a certified teacher librarian. It is our hope that
Washington voices can help reverse the trend of serious reductions to our school library programs by calling on our
leaders to ensure that teacher librarians, library programs and technology training are no longer at risk. It is our wish
that our children and their teachers have full and equal access to the literacy and collaborative opportunities provided
by our school libraries and certified teacher librarians. It is our belief that information literacy and the technology
training facilitated in our school libraries are crucial to our children.

The Seattle Times published an article this year which highlights some of the cuts that have occurred in Washington:
“Around the state, school districts are cutting librarian services in order to balance their budget. Last year, the Darrington School District
cut two librarians. This year, Granite Falls cut 1.5 librarians, leaving 1.5 to staff its four schools. Monroe didn't replace one retiring
librarian, so some librarians now travel between schools. Marysville cut one elementary-school librarian. Federal Way schools cut 20
librarians, and the Spokane School District made 10 elementary-school librarian positions half-time.”

The results of numerous studies indicate that Washington students and teachers would be best served by intact, fully-
funded library and technology programs.

The U.S. Commission on Libraries and Information Science summarizes what decades of research have shown in
state after state after state:
» Students in schools with good school libraries learn more, get better grades, and score higher on standardized test scores
than their peers in schools without libraries.
* School Libraries have an important role in teaching. Certified teacher librarians are working with teachers to change what is
possible in the classroom and support learning opportunities with books, computer resources and more.
* School libraries are leading the way for technology use in schools.
* School libraries inspire literacy.
» School libraries need to be staffed by a certified teacher librarian in order to have a positive impact on student academic
achievement.
To access an extensive list of research please see http://www.Irs.org/impact.php

Dr. Michael B. Eisenberg, Dean Emeritus and Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of
Washington, puts it like this:
“This is the information age. Key basic skills for all students are reading, communicating, information and technology literacy. To quote
Bill Gates, ‘Computers today are a million times more powerful than 20 years ago. And, it's going to happen again. In 20 years,
computers will be a million times more powerful than today. What does that mean for our children? What will it mean to live and succeed
in such a world? Our children will need to be more than literate — they will need to be fluent in reading, communicating, information
processing and technology.”

The state of Washington has an historic opportunity to make what Dr. Eisenberg describes a reality. The Washington
State Legislature has convened a bipartisan basic education funding task force that is charged with reviewing the
definition of basic education and the state’s education funding formulas. This is historic because, in the words of
Senate Majority Leader and task force member Lisa Brown, “Washington's basic education allocation formula — the
way our state pays for K-12 public education — hasn't substantially changed since 1977. We still are trying to fund
21st-century schools using an outdated 20th-century model, and it's time for change.” Washington voters agree, and
their voices will be heard as petition signatures and comments will be submitted to members of the task force. (We
invite you to submit a comment along with your signature - it takes only a few moments.)

We are encouraged and hopeful that the joint task force will review the research, consider the issues surrounding
school library services, and will do what is necessary to see that school libraries, teacher librarians and information
technology receive adequate and sustained funding.

We, the undersigned, call upon Washington State Legislators, Governor Gregoire, and the
members of the Joint Task Force on Basic Education Finance to ensure that Washington
students have full-time access to school libraries and a certified teacher librarian to provide a
competitive education in information technology and literacy.
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